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The Pbiladelphia Weekly Times of this week
n.infuinj a Inno loffpr fmffl (vciL Joho S. Mosby, |
io which the Colooel says tho charge that GeD.
J. E. B. Stoart, by passing with bis cavalry
arouod the rear aod right of Hooker into Peon
sylvaoia, aod thin allowiog tho Federal army
to be ioterposed betweeo him aod Geoeral
Lee, had takeo away "the eyes of tho army,"
aod left the Confederate general io ao enemy's
coQDtry like a blind giant groping in the dark,
is unjust; that Stuart's expedition was under
takeo with the approval of tho commanding
general; that he left behind him a foroo of cavalry

amply sufficient to observe aod report the
movements of the Uoion araiy to Geoeral Lee,
as well an to check its recoonoissanocs and guard
the Confederate oolumo against any surprise;
that Stum's movement was a highly successful
one, considered either as an independent raid of
a detaohment of cavalry on the communications
of the Federal army, or in its relations to tho
movements of tho Confederate army; and that
the success which attended tho Confederate
arms on the first day's fighting was largely due
to the enterprise of Stuart.

Tho U. S. House of Representatives, yesterday,
agreed to tho report of tho oonferenoe

eommitteo on the defioicncy bill, which now

goes to the President for approval. Tho Senate
amendments to the Paris Exposition bill were

also concurred in. Mr. Wood reported a resolutionauthorizing tho various committees hav
iog charge ot the affairs of the several depart
meats, to investigate frauds aod abuses, to sit

during tho recess and have power to send for
persons and papers. The republicans opposed
tho latter clause of the resolution and finally
flpnlineit vntinc. leaving thn House without a

quorum, when it had to adjourn.
A glaring iostnnco of the worse than worthlcssocssof trials by Jury, as conducted in this

country, was presented in the case of tho coloredman whose trial for brutally assaulting and
outraging a white girl was concluded in Washington,yesterday, by tho discharge of the jury,
who failed to agree. Tho proof ot tho defendant'sguilt was direct and positive, yet, as it
was a mixed Jury, they could not render a verdiot,the whito portion being for conviction
and the colored for acquital. Our only hope
for the correction of a system that allows such
gross iojustioo lies iu the fact that ite absurdities

are beoomiog so ridiculous as to enforce the
demands for its abolishment.

Tho lovers of "poaoe at any oosl" will be
gratified at the present prospect fjr a settlementof tho troubles that have disquieted
Franco for somo time past. No matter bow
"uneasy rests tho head that wears a crown,"
high official position, with a large salary to sup
port it, has its pleasures, and, in the case of
President MacMahon, they were strong enough
to induoo him,rather than relinquish them, when
ovory other means had failed, to repudiate his
former policy and makcconoesiionsto red republicanism,for by whatever name, not the majority,but the present ruling party in France may
be called, its strength lies in its red republican
allies.
The (,'uipepcr Times pays a well deserved

compliment to Maj. S. H. Bradford, tho Presidentof the Piedmont Agricultural Society, for
the manner io which ho has conducted the af
fairs of that Society, and especially for scrupulouslymaintaining order and decorum at
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forbidding 'bo horrid examples of profanity,drunkenness, gambling and other swindling
devices sometimce seen at suoh places."

In {Senator Conkliog's absorbing and successfuleffort to defeat President Hayes,in tho matterof tho New Volk Custom Houso appointees,
suoh insignificant affairs as personal estrangementswith fellow mombers wcro swallowed,
and the difficulty that had existed botwoen him
and Senator Blaiac, tor twelve long years, was

settled in a moment, not, however, to thoso
who know him, bccauso ho hates Blaine lets,
but that he hates Hayes more.

Of all tho roles in which Senator Conkliog
could possibly appear, the ono he selected yesterdaywas the most natural. His wholo life
rendered his assumed oharactcr of bully ridiou
lously congruous. The idea of the New York
Senator being a bully 6trikos the publio by its
appropriatene.-s. Bully Conkling is pat and
good. A bully, however, it must be romembcred,i9 more insolent than courageous.

The first number of Scribner'a Magazine for
next yoar has been received from its publishers,
Scribnor & Co , Now York. It indicates an

improvement even upon the acknowledged ox- (
cellenco of this year's numbers; is handsomely (
illustrated, and its table of contents presents un- ]
usual attractions.an article of especial interest t
hpinc n. rlMiprinlinn r.f LIia rnlir»« rnrflntlw fnnnrl r

by Dr. Schleimann, at Mycetre. I
Littell' sLiving Age for Dec'r. 15th has boen

received from its Boston publishers. It, like \
the preceding numbers, contains the cream of s
cotemporary magazinos.
We have received the November number of \

the Masonic Eclectic, edited and published by 1
G. H. Barney, of this city. It is neatly printed \
and is filled with matter of interest to the craft.

tMexican War. jjGALVEiToir, Tex., Dec. 15..The Governor rhas 6ent the tollowing dispatch to the President: e1 am officiary informed that citizens of Mexico,in connection with citizens ofEl Paso county, c
Texas, of Mexican birth, were fighting all dayyesterday in Texas, with a detachment of State
troops, who wero aiding our civil authorities, itThe Mexican force being to strong too be repelledby Texas troops, land it being impossible to »

raise a civil posse from tha citizens, who are
nearly all of Mexican blood and sympathy, and Qhaving no reinforcement within several hundred a
miles, I ask the aid of such United States 0'
troops as may be nearest to the scene ot action, m
to repel this invasion of our territory, C

ALEXANDER
Courtesies of the Senate. <

The Washington correspondent of tho Balti- <

more Suo, io narrating the proceedings of the
executive session of the U. S Senate, yestor- i

day, says: <

In the executive session of the Senate this
afternoon there were two inoidents of muoh interest,one of which was the cause of great exoitcmentamong Senators. When the nomina-
tioD of McLio, of Florida, for Associate Justice
of New Mexico, was pending, Senator Conover
said that McLio, if a lawyer at all, was one of
no ability, aod was utterly incompetent to fill a

judicial position. When State solicitor io Florida
he had given more attention to "apple jack"
than to anythiag else, lie had been on both
siring in the war aod betrayed both, lie was

iDsinoere and a time server, and was respected
neither by the democrats nor the republicans of
Florida. Neither party could trust him, for he
would sell out whenever his personal interest
would bo advanoed. The republicans of Florida
had, after the presidential election of last year,
distrusted him so muoh that they kept over
him the most vigilant and untiring surveillance.
Had it Dot been for this he would, if ho oould
have made anything out of it, decided the eleo
toral vote of Florida for the other side.
The result of thisspeech of Senator Conover's

was that no attempt was made to defend the
nomination of McLin, and even Stanley'Mat
thews, the President's next friend, walked out
of the chamber, so as not to bo present when
tho voto was taken. MoLin's nomination was

overwhelmingly njeoted. The result shows
that Senator Conover's iLfluenc3 with his parly
associates has not boen impaired by his deter
mined stand in opposition to them in the But
ler case and the New York nominations.

Afier McLin was so summarily disposed of
the nomination of Kdward U. Wade us internal
revenue collector for the third Georgia distriot,
vico Fannin, to be removed, was taken up.
The nomination was opposed by both Sena-

tors Gordon and Hill. During the discussion a

passage oocurred botweon Mr. Blaine and the
Georgia Senators. They said that Wade was

a misohief maker aod very obnoxious to tho
pooplo of Georgia, and allusioD was mudc to his
writing letters to tho North alleging outrages in
Georgia. i

Mr. IIill said it was time that tho feeling of
antagonism between tho North and the South
should he brought to an end.

Mr. Blaine said tho Senator oould oalm his
nerves, but the feeling between tho two sectionswould not bo allayed while the lifo and
property of republicans were so insecure at tho
South. i

Gcd. Gordon said Georgia was a sovereign
State, and the opinion of its Senators as to offi
oers in that State ought to have some weight, i

Mr. Blaine retorted that the Senator who tho
other day stood up for the right of the Presi i

dent to make his own appointments was now- j

opposing that right. The Senator now thought <

also that a Senator should have some voice in |
the appointments lor his State, but day before \

yesterday he was of a very different opinion.
After this there was a temporary lull iu the (

proceedings oaused by a suggestion from some t
Senator to adjourn. t

Mr. Conkhng, and it is said one or two other t
Senators, called "go on, go on with the regular I
order." s

General Gordon rose and said that tho Scdu- 'J
tor from iNew xork was arrogating too much to t
himself in uadertakiog to order the Senators I
and the Vico PrcsidcDt to go od with the busi- I
nees of the Senate. Tho Senator was not the s
Senate. c
Mr. Conkling responded that the Senator's s

statement that he was ordering tho Senate was
untrue.
Geo. Gordon repeated what ho had said, and

Mr. Conkling followed with bis disolaimer in
tho same terms as before.
Gen. Gordou thon said, "This can be settled '

elsewhere."
Mr. Conkling uuickly replied, "So far as I

am concerned it can ho scutea kor. «.u«.

wherc."
Senator Cookling was tho moro excited of

the two, though both Senators were quite
ruiH :d.

Senators Thurman and Hamlin both attemptedto pour oil on the troubled waters, and said
that they did not think there need be any cause
for mi-understanding.
Mr. Hamlin said it was very customaiy for

Senators to oall for tho regular order of businesswhen there was a lull in tho proceedings;
that he had frequently done it himself and with
no intention to offend any one. Nothing furtherwas said by either Senators Gordon or

Conkling, and tho Senate soon after adjourned.
Mr. Wade was cootirmed by tho solid republicanvote, so that the President for odco had

tho unanimous support of his party. The democratsall voted torcjcot.
To night mutual friends of Senators Gordon

and Conkling arc engaged in the effort to
smooth over the matter at issue betwoou them.
It is believed tho effort will succeed so far as to
restore their former relations, wbioh were those
of oourtosy only and not of friendship.
The Washington Post gives the following 8

aocouot of the difficulty between Senators Gor- Jdon and Conkling:
The series of insults whioh Conkling and

other republican Senators have been systemat- I
ically giving to Southern Senators for the dolib- t
crato purpose of atiiriog up bad blood and ro- o
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live 6cssioQ yesterday in an exoiting and de- [
plorable passage between Senators Gordon and u

Conkling, whiob has stirred up much bad blood t
and may result in something more serious. I
Gordon had the Moor and was oalliog tor a ro r
port which the Committee on Commerae had 1
directed Spencer to make on the nomination of t
one Smith to be Collector at Mobile. The de- P
bato had been conducted with a good deal of o

irritation. Gordon and Hill bad been working ii
together, and had urged that the Sonate ought,
in its usual courtesy, to bo guided by the joint i
request of Southern Senators. Blaine, who had ft
already asserted iD an aggravating way that t!
most of the Ku Klux s:ories, when iovestigat- if
ed, were I'ouud to bo true, or worso than true, r
sareastioally said, iu reply to tho plea for oour- it
tesy, that ho did not see what right the SouthernSenators had to ask for courtesy, in oonsid- "

eration of thoir roocnt courtesy to the senior tl
Senator from New York. This sally provoked p
derisivo laughter from the republioan side.
Finally Conkling, in bis most imperious and q
dictatorial way, interrupted Gordon with the if
remark: "Oh, go on with the calendar." E
Gordon immediately rebuked the insult bv is

raying "the Senate was oooduotiog the public
business, and the Senator from New York had d
no right to dictate to the Vice President." b
Every Senator heard the remark, but Conkling it
itfeoted not to, and asked the Senator from £
Georgia what he said. Thereupon, Gordon re- o:
olied distinctly and firmly: "I said that the ti
Senator from Now York had no right to gi?e a
>rders to the Vice-President." Then Conkling tc
ose to bis feet and said excitedly: h
"If the Senator from Georgia stated that I pi

vas giving orders to the Vice-Pre9idont, he m
itated what is not tme." pi
Gordon, exasperated both by Conkling's bj

vords and manner, repeated with some warmth
lis previous assertion, and Cookliog more ot

rarmly and insultingly repeated his. w

Of course there was intense exoitement in in
he ohamber. It was apparent to all that Conk- ai

iog intended to oome as uear giving the lie dieetas he could without giving it, and every pi
ar was stretched to hear Gordon's reply. It th
ame firmly and distinctly :
"Very well, we will settlo that." or
"Yes," answered Conkling, "We will settle fe
here." oo
"No," replied Gordon, with muoh emphasis, w<
Wo will not settle it here." hfi
There the matter dropped. Later in the day in
enator Thurman tried to smooth the matter eh
ver by assuming that tho two Senators had tb
lisunderstood each other, and that Senator di
onkling did not intend to impeach General co
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Gordon's veracity, but both Senators remained
iimioously silent.
Last night General Gordon dic'iae-1 to say

my thing c-xoept that, of course, the injunction
of secrecy prevented him from stating what ac

tually did happen in executive session, and that
he had no wish to speak of personal matters.
He was closeted for most of the evening with
Senator Lamar and a few of his intimate friends,
but, of course, all are absolutely reticent as to

what passed between tbem. The only basis on

which to form a judgement is the few remarks
that have been dropped by those who heard
and 8bw the whole proceeding "Great God,':
said oue Senator, "do these men expect the
South tu stand everything. The South has
boroe a great deal, nit mere are souiu unu^a

that cannot be borne ?"
"I thick," said another, "that some thiogs

which Wiire sail will have to beapologized lor."
Senator Cockling also declined to express aDy

opinion last nightcxccpt piivattly to his friends.
When asked what he would do in case he
was challenged, he replied, with a soccr : "I
will wait until I get a challenge,"
Some who are in his confidence, however,are

authority for the statement that Scuator Cocklingis intentionally trying to piovoko a ohulIcDgo,in order to muko political capital out ol
it, by making it the basis both of a criminal
suit and of a resolution of expulsion.

The Eastern War.
A Russian dispatoh says that oo Thursday

sixty battalions of Turks attacked the forces ol
the Grand Duke Vladimir all along the line,
direoting,however, their principal efforts against
tho left und oentre. They attacked WetoLka
six times, but were each time repulsed with
great loss. At one p. m. the Thirty-fifth di
visiou of the Twelfth Russian Army Corps ap
pearcd on the scene, and attacking the ''urks
in flank ocmpelled them, with the cooperation
of tho rest of tho Russian forces, to retire upon
Krasna, their retreat to Jovao Ciltlik beiogcul
off. The Grand Duko Vladimir narrowly escapeda ball, which struck very near him.
Suleiman Pasha, describing the same affair,

olaims that he oarried some of the entrenchmentsof Mctobka, but was unable to hold them
owing to the fire from tho heights and arrival of
Russian reinforcements. He consequently wit tidierto his original position,' after a seven
hours' battle. Three thousand Russians were

killed.
A Buobarest speoial says a bullet grazed the

Czarewitoh'a head in this engagement.
It is reported that it has been uecessory to

amputate Osman Pasha's foot.
M. Cristrios, the Servian agent, has deliver

cd to tho Porte Servia's formal declaration of
war against Turkey, and started for Belgrade.
War was announoed at Belgrade yesterday by

talvos of artillery. Priooe Milan will loave for
Mexioatz to day. He has issued decrees pro
ilaimiDg a state of siege and aDoouociog that
public functionaries who agitate against war.
will be dismissed.
Io his speech from the throne on the opening

)f the Turkish Parliament tho Sultan declared
bat Rneaia hncran roar Turlrnu namnr>lh-rl
o defoDcl herself agaiust aggression, has offered
he utmost resistance. The Ottomans had dis
jlayed a m09t patriolio spirit, as evinced by the
iclf denial of all olasses, and tho courage of the
Purkish soldiers had exoited tho admiration of
ho world. His Majesty speke with special ap
jrobatioD of tho formation of a civic guard,
ilis dod Mussulman subjects bad shown a conscientiousdesire to share in the defence of the
lOUDtry. The constitution granted to noo-MusulmaDsubjects perfect equality in the eye of
be law; therefore, as they had acquired corospondingduties at homo it was only natural
hat they should share tho military scrvioe. and
he Government bad deoided to enlist nonMussulmansubjeots in tho ranks of the army,
rhe only safeguard for the Empire was comrletelyto-toarry out tbo constitution The Sul
ao's dearest wishes were to seo aii classes of
tia Bnl.i*nta or.i.iv l.\ps«in«»a nl ~o or. p! c t ^

quality and the country profit by the acceptanceof modern ideas, financial reforms, tho ful
ilment ofnational engagements, tho adjustment
if t&xatioo in aooordanco with the rules ol
:ound political eoonomy, tho colleotion of revalueon an rquitable system, the revision of the
udioial system, reform to faoilitate the tenure
ind sale of landed property, tho bestowal of mulicipalprivileges as tho basis of an administratesystem, aud finally by the reorganization
if the gendarmerie. Unfortunately, the calamtiesof war had retarded the accomplishment
if these reform?; nevertheless, the Sultan hoped
or the future progress of reform. Various
noasures had been prepared by the Council of
State, and would be submitted to the consideritiooof Parliament, concerning oivil procedure,
he general elcotion, ministerial fucotions, the
Sigh Court of Justice, the public press, taxa,iouand the state of siege. lie concluded as
ollows:."Gentlemen and Deputies.Truth
san be elicited on quessious of political and civil
ights only by perfect liberty of discussion.
Phat liberty having been conferred by tho contitutioD,you require from me no further instructions.Our relations with friendly Powers
ire of a most oordial kind. May the most High
iless our common efforts."
Servet Pasha has informed Mr. Liyard. the
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riao Ambassador to Constantinople, that he
onsidered a continuation of the war a useless
aorificc, and ho would, therefore, endeavor to
icrsuade the Turkish Cabinet to invoke tho
Qodiatiou ot Austria and England to regard
he conditions of peaoe. He considered the poiticaland territorial integrity ot Turkey indis>onsable.Austria will take no initiative unessthere seems a chanoo of success, aud so far
here have been no signs of readiacss on the
iart of Russia to negotiate. Scrvet Pasha's
onditions also seem to be unacceptable, but the
mpression is that they will be modified.
The circular of the Porte states that the

'orto desiros to stop the effusiou of blood; thereoreit is ready to come to terms, and appeals to
he feelings of justioe of tho Great Powers, but
j Dot yet at the end of its resources, end is
eady to saorifice all for tho independeoo and
ategrity of the fatherland.
A telegram from Constantinople says:.
The peaoe and war parties are contending for
ho supremacy. It is believed that tho war
arty will prevail."
There is trouble in the Lebanon in conscuenoeof the refusal of the inhabitants to furn)ha military contingent or send deputies to

'arliament, based on the fact that the Lebanon
i under European guarantee.
The London Post this morniDg, says it is uoerstoodthat the British Cabinet yesterday had

efore them a circular from the Porte intimat
>g its willingness to aocept the mediation of
lurope. The Porte asserts that tho guarantees
f good government furnished by the Constituonare far more advatageous than tho cstab
tent of autonomous States, whiob can ooly lead
> the disintegration of the empire. The Post,
owever, considers that there are no present
rospeots of theacoeptaoooof mediation,as Gerlanyis hostile thereto, and any offer on the
art of Eagland is Dot likely to be well reoeived
7 Russia.
l'be Scotsman's London correspondent,writing
i Thursday, sayB:.Tomorrow Lord Derby
ill have toanoouuoe to his colleagues the allaportantfaot that both Russia and Turkey arc
oxious to make peace."
London, Deo. 15..A Constantinople disitohsaysr.The oiroular note dispatohed by
ie Porte to the signatories of the treaty of
171, commences by the statement that the
igin of the present important events is per-
ctly knowo. The Imperial Government is
DEciousof having done nothing to provoke the
ir. It has doDO everything to avoid it, and
is vainly sought to discover Russia's motives
her aggressive campaign. The Porte has
own a desire for improvement by reorganizing
e judical system and devising reforms without
atinotioo of race or religion according to tho: I
Dstitution which had everywhere beeo wel. i
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received. Partial reform is of 00 avail. The
adoption of improvements in one part of the
empire would only ho a premium to other communitiesto revolt. Any doubt as to the executionof these reforms should disappear before
ihe solemn declaration the Forte now make?.
A state of war simply retards such reforms and
is disastrous to the country generally, destroying
agricultural intercs's, killing industry and ruiningfinancial reorganizations.
Independently of these arrangements for reformwhat reason can there bo for continuing

the war? Kusaia has declared that she is cot
animated by a spirit of cocquesf. The military
honor of both sides must be abundantly satisfied.What object can there be in proloogiDg
a contest ruinous to both countries? The momentha* arrived tur the belligerent powers to

accept peace without affecting their dignity.
Europe might now usefully interpose her good
offices siccj tho Porte is ready tocomo to terms.
The oountry is not at the end of its resources

and is still prepared to fight iu its own defense.
It is ready, moreover, to sacrifice all for the independenceand integrity of tho fatherland but
the Pore is desirous to stop the further effusion
of blood and, therefore, appeals to the feelings
of j u.itice which must aoimato the great Powers,
hoping that they will rioeive these overtures
favorably.
London, D.c. 15..Tho Plevna correspondentof the Times, telegraphs that he believes

the Russians will not advance immediately, but
await the effects of the full of that place. The
heavy guns which were alroudy on the Sofia
road between Plevna and the river Vid, have
been hauled back, which would have been a

waste of labor if a speedy advance on tho I»al
kans was intended.
A correspondent with the Grand Duke Vladimir.^howsthat the Metchka affair was confined

to skirmishers and cavalry, with somo field urcillerypractice. He thinks tho Turks may bavo
lost a thousand mcD, altogether, as they were
much exposed, hut the Russian loss was insig
nificaut. The Russian force on the field was

three brigades. The Turks were driven across
tho river Lom. Their entrenchments on the
west hank are now io possession of the Russians.
Osman Pasha has sent a short telegram to

the Porte stating that ho had not rcoeived ro
ioforocrosots nor provisions, but nevertheless
resisted as loug as possible. Finally ho made
an attempt to force a passage through the llu
.-inn linos of investment in which the Turkish
troops despite their valor were unsuccessful and
he biuret !t was takuu prisoner.
Constantinople, Dec. 15..The Chamber

of Deputi.-s has elected a Christian as its Pros
ident.

Prince Milan's proclamation which was issuedat Belgrade yesterday, recouuls the Tutk
ish atrocities and violations of faith siooe the
treaiy of peace made last Fcbruary.eooeludes as
follows:."Let us move forward alougsido tho
victorious bnnocr of tho C'zir, liberator, with
Chris'ian faith in God. tho protcc'.or of right,
and success is sure. Given in the namo of our
country's welfare, Scrvia's independence and
her heroic people. It is God's will.

(Signed) Milan Obrenvitcii."
Letter from Richmond.

'J he Election of State Officers.The Stolen
Builds.A Flood of Resolutions.1he Pro
posed Cutting Down of Per Diem.AnInstance.

[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette.]
Richmond, Deo. 14..The indications lead

me to think that the Legislature will not go into
the election of aoy of the basement officers untii
after Christmas, and perhaps not elect any of
the State officers until that Lime.
The investigation into the abstraction of

funds is progressing very slowly. The offic?rs
in the Second Auditor's office are pretty well
satisfied as to who committed the theft, and at
the proper time will miike the fact known to
the iovcstigatiog committee. The committee
is now examiuing each of the clerks whn « <> «.

eujpiuyeu wuen tne additional torce was put on
lor funding. The party who stole the bonds is
not in the office now. That much is certain.
Nothing like the Dumber of resolutions were

ever known here before io the House. Resolutionsof enquiry, resolutions of expediency,
resolutions of instructions, resolutions tart and
acrimonious, resolutions of complaint, all pour
in to the oleik'sdesk, and clog the business very
materially. The committees will have their
haods full of them. Many are not worth considering.The committee lor Courts of Justioc
has the bulk of them to consider. I learn that
Judge B. \V. Lacy, of New Kent, will be assignedto duty on this committee. Maoy of the
resolutions are looking to the abolition of offiocs
or the cutting down of salaries. There is no
doubt that a great saviog can bo effected in the
criminal expense of the State.

Senator Smith has brought in another bill
lookiug to retrenchment and reform. It fixes
the pay of the legislators at. three hundred and
sixty dollars per session. It won't pass, for a

lino must be drawn somewhere, as the man
said when he jumped a fence with a mad bull
behind him.
What does the Jcdge expect us to live oo ?

said an irate and disgusted in o tuber of the
Legislature, lie wauts to cut our pay down to
twenty-eight dollars a week, wheu our board
comes to twenty five dollars, aod drinks aro
filtrten ceuta apiece.

Yes,chimed in another, what between Senator
Kill -r*rl hr MnfF.. fl'ij rnnnh llinrn
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wont be DoboJy bat tramp* in the House next

year.
Yee, said an honorable member from the

South bide, that reminds me of a fact I saw last
wiater. L was on the Committee of Asylums
aod Prisons, and on a visit to the Williamsburg
asylum. The superintendent pointed out a lu
natio cowering in a corner of a cell. The
poor typo of humanity was a featful object to
look at, the very quintessence of abject wrotoh
ednts.-; his form was fearfully emaoiatcd, his
face was like death itself, and bis eyes so sunk
in his head as to be scarcely discernible.
Who is ho, and what type of madness has

ho ? I asked.
He has a singular mania, said the superintendent,He imagines that be oan live on air

and water, and refuses all nourishment, and wo
can't foroe him to eat. Ho still clings to the
idea that he is succeeding wonderfully well,
but he is sinking daily. Two days afterwards
I was informed that he was dead.
Those fond of drawing inferences oan pull a

strong one from this.
A conference of conservative members of the

Legislature was held at the oapitol to night,
having for its object the perpetuation of the
conservative party, and to exclude from all futurecaucuses all independents and members not
eleoted as regular nominees of that party. Res
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oiuiioDS were auoptea exciuumg an menooers
from conservative conferences who dial not bind
themselves to abide by the objects for whioh
the meeting was calied. Only sixty-two of tho
conservative membership of the General Assemblyaffixod their names to the pledge, ^one
of what is known as "simon puro readjustee"
were among the number. The meeting was at
one time quite turbulent, and a difficulty between11. 11. Harrison, a leading readjuster of
the House from Sussex, and Senator JohQ W.
Daniel, of Lynchburg, opponent of that faction,
seemoi imminent. The roadjusters present
withdrew, entering a protest to tho proceedings,and giving uotice that they would not
be bouod by its action.
A bill has been introduced in the Senate to

ameod tho charter ol tho Potomac and Manassaslvailroad Co. which provides that the
company may construct a branch of their Hoe
from the most suitable point oo its line io the
V alley of James river to the oity of Richmond.
The company wants the use of the oooviois free
of charge. It is proposed, to furthe r the purposesof the company, that the State assign to
the company all claim and deaiuod for principal
md interest it has against the government of
the United States for advances mad* by said
State to aid io the construction of tho public

ADVERTISER.
buildings afc Washington, fifty per oentum cf
which, wheD recovered, shall be given the company,and the other half, or same amount in
State bonds, turned into the State treasury.

Senator J. V. Brooke, of Fauquier county,
has been elected chairman of tbe joint committeeon the revision of tbe criminal Jaws.

Legislature Courtesies.
In ihe conservative caucus of the Virginia

Legislature, last night, as reported to the RichmondDispatoh, Mr. Harrison, of Sussex, said
he had been invited here by General Lee. It
was his understanding that this was not to be
called a conservative caueus, and that no gen
tleuian was to bo bound by its action.

General Leo said that the gentleman had
misunderstood him; that he had said that it
was a conference ol conservatives about whoso
title there was uo question, aud that any gentlemanwho felt that he could uut participate
would be at liberty to retire at any time.
At a later stage of tho proceedings, Mr. Harrisonspoke of caucus tricks and of some gentle

men prominent here who had on yesterday
been negotiating with the readjustee, aud Look
up his hat to leave the ball.

Major Daniel got the fLor, aud called upon
Mr. Harrison to stop, as what he intended to
say it was important for him to hear.

Mr. Harrison halted noar the door, or some
one touched liiui on the shoulder and called
him back.
Major Daniel stated that he inferred from a

look or gesture of Mr. Harrison that Mr. Harrisonmeant to designate him as a caucus triokster.
lie asked Mr. Harrison it bis conclusion was correct.Tho qucstioD.or its equivalent, was repeatedthreo times by Maj. Daniel,slowly and emphatically,and the answers were not satisfactory to
him. |Mr. Harrison, is a little deaf.) He
then, in every decided terms, expressed his
opinion of Mr. Harii-ou, presuming that Mr.
Harrison had alluded to Lirn as a caucus trickster.Mr. lUnisou advanced upon Maj. Dan
iel, and the Major stood awaiting the assault,
when theohairuiao oalled upon the .Serjeant atArmsto preserve order, au J that officer and tho
crowd tufficd forward and intercepted tho ad
vance when tho two geutlemen were not three
feet apart.Maj. Daniel standing ereot as a
statuo and cool as a cucumber, and Mr. llarri
son having the air of a man resolutely determinedto vindicate himself or die in tho attempt.

Explanations followed, resulihg in Mr. Harrisonshowing that he meuut do personal retieotiouupon Maj. Daniel or any one; whereupon
Maj. Daniel made a retraction, 10 which he
said that he reoognized Mr. Harrison as a truth
ful aud honorable gentleman and tho peer ol
any man iu the House.
The following resolution was then passed : .

Rtsohcd, That all members ol' the General
Asaemuly who have heretolore signed the call
for this conference, and who may authorizi the
olerk to affix their names to the same shall
alone constitute this conference, aod that the
clerk be directed to make out a roll of such
mcmbeis, which alone shall be used whenever
any vote in this conference is recorded.
Tho vote was then called us to those who were

present aod would abide by the action of the
meetiog. This was responded to as follows :.

SenatorsMossrs. Brooke, Belts, Bland,
Daniel, Gayle, Goode, Griffin, Hairston, Hurt,
Hurt cf Pittsylvania. Johnson, Koiner, Loe,
MaBhall, Smith, and Walston.
From the House the following gentlemen

responded:.
Messrs. Anderson, Biand, Bocok, Bohannon,

Burger, Burnham, Clarke, Coghiil, Cox, Crutchfield,Edmunds Edwards, Finney, Graves, Gray,
Green, Hanger, Healj, Hirer, Hunter, Jordan,
Lovell, Luck, McCabe. Moncure, Moorman,
Mushbarh, Pulliam, William B. Taliatorro,
Warner T. Taliaferro, Truut, Van L?ar.

France.
President MacMahoo's messago to tho Chambersconcludes os follows: The oxoreisc ol the

right of dissolution could not be established as

a Rvstom nf ynvernment. L believed it to be
my duty to exercise this rigbt, and I conform
myself to the reply cf tho country. By the
Constitution of 1S7J a parliamentary republic
was formed. The Constitute jo, while establishingmy irresponsibility, instituted the joint and
individual responsibility ot the Ministers. The
iodependenoo of the Ministers is tho condition
of their responsibility. The principles of the
Coostitutioo are those of my goverDmeut. The
termination of tho crisis will bo the startiog
point ot a now era of prosperity, for the promo
lion ot whioh all the public powers will concur.

Harmony beiDg reestablished between the
Senate and the Chamber of Deputies, and the
latter being heDoeforLh assured against prema
Lure dissolution, the Chambers will be enabled
to aohievc tho great legislative labors demand
ed by the public interests. The International
Exhibition will offer to tho world fresh testimonyof the vitality of our couotry.

President MaoMahon's message to the Cham
bers was much applauded by the Senators of
the Left in the Chamber of Deputies. Tho
members of the Left Centre principally applauded,but the messaee on the whole made a

great impression. The Kight were silent. The
Government, in accordance with the decision
of the Budget Committee, will ask tho Cham
her to vote a sixth of tho budget and the four
direct taxes. The Cooatitutiooel believes that
the Chamber will adjourn on Thursday next
until January 7th.
Many reactionary prefects and sub prefects

have resigned. It is stated that the first batch
of prefectoral changes will bo gazetted on Sunday.The olerioal journals arc violent in their
comments, espeoially on the appointment of M.
WaddingtoD, who is a Protestaot. The GaESttedo Franco says the insurrection has triumphed.
A Paris dispatch says: "Ouly two of the

proposed Cabinet are new to office. General
Borel, Minister of War, was formerly President
MaoMahon's Cbief of Staff, and is a skilful and
laborious soldier. M. Bardoux, Minister of
Publio Instruction, is one of tho most popular
members of the moderate Left; he was Under
Seoretary of the Ministry of Justice to M. Dufaure.M. WaddiDgton's appointment to be
Minister of Foreign Affairs will be received
with warm satisfaction by the whole diplomatio
body, and constitutes a happy and pacific omeD.
He is tolerant, and a moderato Liberal in politiesand religion."
The Chamber of Deputies will to-day vote

the four direct taxes and two months of the
Budget.

A Card from Mr. Hunter.
General .Rogers seemed to suppose in hia card

yesterday that I had charged him with not keepingthe books required by law. I certainly did
not intend to make any such charge. I do not
know, aad did not pretand to state, what books
ware kept in the Second Auditor's oMce. What
I meant to otate was that if a list was kept of the
old bonds teat in to the Second Auditor's for
exchange, and also a list of new bonds issued,
by a comparison of tho two it would be easy to
avoid the mistake of an iseue of an order for exchangingbonds a second time when it had alreadybeen done once.
Very respectfully, R. M. T. Hunter.

Court of Appeals of Virginia..Taybr
vs. Cleary et als.; pciiiion for rehearing tiled by
plaintiff in error.
Bowers, administrator vs. Bowers et a!s.;

partly argued.
The midnight marauder should not be banishedfrom our dwelling any more quickly than

should a cougb or cold of any kind bo driven
from the system. Dr. Bull's Cough Syrup
quietly yet positively places all colds undor its
control.
Special..Handsome Gents' and Ladies'

Handkerchiefs, in fancy boxes; also Silk Handkerchiefsand MuQbrs at I. Eichberg's.
DIED.

On Thursday, Dec. 13, ALICE doWHEY,
wife of .Michael Downey, of this city, aged b4
years, a native of county Tipperary, Ireland.

[Hew York papers please copy.]

~
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tfewa ot the Day. I
Among iho nominations sent! to the ^...lay- sterd iy were those of G. Wiley \Ve||?'lBMississippi, to be consul at IIjng i;'|.HDavid 11. D iiley, of Ohio, now consulKoDg, to be Consul General at Sbaoghac; fiwJjiwis, Uoited States Attorney for the } Hern dis rict of Virgitn; D^vid l'orcor. Vl|-veyor of Customs at Savannah, (}<; 'j5'fjGilchrist, Survevor of Customs at Whe^HW. Va ; John Oglesby, Assistant Appraj^MgMerchandise at New O.leans. \Vu.. y IMicken, to be United Siat^s Surveyor |Washington Tenitory. KJward C. \\\\.[ |Georgia, to be Collector ot lu'ernal .jThird Distriot of Georgia.
Judge J. J. Mackimmon has r;tume; JNashville, Teuo., from New York, wiihai. aposition from the syndicate to setil«* ihe|ldebt at liliy cents on the dollat1 |, rj.' ^iotercst. A Nashville, Tent)., dispatch u [, j11 pnrtJ " ./,o.,lllhn« '

i-i, najf.T a icsuiuiiuii »nil U'iUOM |Q |vGeneral Assembly this afternoon, to lip,} 11
Stale debt of Tennessee at btJ cent? on th- Tlar by the issue of new bonds bearing four I
oent interest, the principal payable in p
years. It passed itslir-t reading ami \
crly referred.

F. C. Bangs, the actor, broke down t,: r.. 3
land, Ohio, Thursday night, in Corj.H 1
Loine, f'roui physical exhaustion. He li * *

*** \troubled suns days with ueur.tigia in t /
and at a poiDt in the play where the t'.physical exertion is needed, ho Toil «1jwo SV |
was cartiedofF the stage. After the crtaitj^ ^down he could h i hear 1 to groan fr nn j
the scenes.

Captain (Jorbiu, of the twenty f'jurdi
ry attributes most of the ill feeling on tin- [.,

anborder to the l".cthat much of th: \
in Texas is c'aiuied by Mex'eao re-iic-'j*- u-lJ
old Spanish grants.
The Kjv. Dr.lvniek rboeker.uf Minn 0*4,; «has dte ined tho missiun.»iy bishopric ut y

i ma and New .Mexico.
J. D. Easter & Co., Cliieig). the lu:, ]

agricultural implement dealers in the N.r
west, have made an assigmeot.

Virginia News.
The Rappahannock News, published at \V3.

iDgton, Rappahannock o muty, says: "An ;to.
dent occurred at our neighbor's, Mr. W. i j
Dudiey, on Wednesday evening, whvh w.
sadden the homos ol many. Mr. Girth: }Nichols and his two sous, William R. and.)
dan, f rom Madison county, had beeu diggiti.-;
well for Mr. Dudley; coming to rock, thy
compelled to us? powder for blasting. Tl.e }
sous, William It. and Jordau, about I >//uv
the la-it work of the day, were rmituiQgil
powder in the driP, when, tither fioui tin- tubreakingor a spark from the gravel. an x;
sioD took place, iijaiiog Mr. W 11. 11. A icl I
so mortally that he lived only a lew hours

Thcprincipal wound was under the chin, at .1
going io that place and making its appoint;

.1 . i. M .)
jus: uuut r ine eye. :ur. -nciiuiM vyj- iw

five years old, and was u member ui' ihe Mot
dist oburch. lie leaves a wile aud Ii111^ cbi *

ooly twelve mouths old. Mr. Jordan NiA
was badly burned and biui.s- !, but is tint

ously hurt. The alf.tir was so -ai Men and !i
rifying that the nerves of the old man w

perfectly una! rung."
Tbo Brooks' Museum, at the Uuiversi y

Virginia, has been oompleted, an i a better e

leelion of specimens oannot he fouad a' r,

other college in the country.
The dwelling house of the Ine (\>l. C \V

Boiling, io Petersburg, has been bnu^iit t, II
W. Siegins, for £G,OUO.

Mrs. Mary Pace, relict of Dr. Win. !.:
well, died in Itiehmond ja -t Wodnes lay, u. ! .

oinefy three.
The 21st instant is the appointed day ! riC

hanging of Mrs. Bouisft Litvcun an 1 S:li- )\
ris, at llairisonburg.
Twenty six grown persons and six cbi-ir

lelt Washington county last Tuesday for T niuwhich State they ure to sett I
Rev. \V. J. Kiiiot, of iVjif-g ion, svas ks.-k

by a horse,a day or two ago, and badly hurt.
Martin It. Liokcuhoker, of Botetourt oa;:

ty, committed suicide last wvk.
A wild cat was caught io a trap s.-t f ir bar

near Woodstoek, last week.

Leglslrtl iv«.
Jo the State Senate, yesterday, a re-ohrru

was adopted instructing the Finance (Cmii.
tec to inquire into the expediency of repirtu.
a bill at once relieving tho tax payers of th
State of the additional live per cent, iuijn-
upon them to pay taxes by December Pi
The bill amending the Code iu regard to t Illusionto the public free schools, was passed.

In the IIousc of Delegates, resolution- n-nintroduced,looking to exempting from taxi'i
certain amount of capital invested in miniFf
turing and ruining enterprises; exempfi-u'm »rr

gaged lands, &j., from taxation; to am ni fii"
(JoDstituiioo so us to empower school tpi-'.cs
aoj supervisors to appoint supcriniHiUtiP
of schools; to amooiJ tlio game law. t>

amend the charter of the town of Front Royi
to amend the Code in relation to judges of In-'
ings nod corporation courts practicing in their
own counties; to authorize the Council of I'm
villo to increase t.ho salary of the judge ol th
hustings court of that place; to provide tl v -i

conviction for the second offence of petit lire
shall not constitute a felony unless the value !

the property stolen at the lirst offence shall <x
ceed $2.o; to allow commutation for soldiermaimedin war in lieu of artificial litnh- ao-l
eyes; and in relation to the discrioiinatioi:
charges made by railroads between local an I

through heights. A resolution wis adopts!
irquiring into the expndienev ol so amendinr
th Constitution as to rr«juirc a registration of

all births aad deaths, & The Senato bill t"

relation to amending the Code concerning
summoning ofjurors in criminal cases wa- rejeeted.Mr. Farr introduced a resolution m

rjuirirg into the expediency of no amending d»'
Constitution as to include in the exemption
from taxation ali capital over and above a e r

tain amount in aoy manufacturing or tiiit.i'J*-'
enterprises (for a certain period of years) iotl""
State; Mr. Lovell, one to acucod and ro-cuact
section 1 of an act to provide a charter for t'
town of Front Royal, approved November 1

187°Miscellaneous Foreign News.
Mr. Pierrepont presented Mr. Welsh, 0

new Arnprinrin Minisfrr fn Lard iTrbV V"'"' '

day. Mr. Pierrepoot will take his leave c! ao i

Mr. Welsh will be presented to the Q ieen earlynext week,
A Liverpool grain circular says:.The wheal

markets duriog the past week have been tirm.
but the demand was inac'ive, buyers Retire
cautiously pending tho cri^-is in France and the
Fist. Oq tho spot and in the neighboring <htrictssince Tuesday there has been a toicrab'V
fair bui-iness in wheat aod maize at that day
prices. At this market, yesterday, tip re wu*a

moderate consumptive demand tor wheat, gen
erally at the currenoies of Tuesday, but snriog
was in some eases Id. per cental cheaper. Klour
was slow and unaltered. For corn there wa:

less than the usual demand. The la-it ipiotalionswere barely supported.
A Merlin dispatch says The Gorman Governmentestimates for 1S7S, presented for approvalto the Federal Council, show a detieieucyof $9,000,000, which must be met by contributionsfrom the German States.
Komi, December 15..Tho Tope is much betterto day, and is sitting up in bed.

B. D. Koons, ex-membor of the Legislature,
was convicted yesterday at Wilkesbarre of steal'
ing 11.^00 from an Odd Fellow's Lodgo.
A prize fight was brok-n up and twenty hve

arrests made near Tame qua, Pa., this morningThe
University buildiog at Chicago was turn

ed this morning.


